ROSSETTI
Burger's " Lcnorc n ; then the " Nibclungcnlicd," of
which he made versions of a considerable quantity; and then of Dante, It was In 1845 that he commenced his translations from the Early Italian Poets. I fe fell under the influence of Shelley, of Keats, and of Browning. In May of 1847 he wrote the first draft of the Messed Daw&zffl, and a little later that of Jenny* |
Fortunately or unfortunately he had in his blood a** constitutional contempt for maxims of authority; and he probably had an intense intellectual contempt for his teachers and even for his fellow-students, lie is said to have behaved with some rudeness to Mr. Cary, and (in words quoted by Mr, Stephens from a fellow student at the Academy School) " came forward rather brusquely there and, having both hands in his pockets, faced the student-world with an insouciant air which savoured of defiance, mental pride, and thorough self-reliance*"
A forward* perhaps rather spoilt, young man, coming out of a foreign family into English school-life, has cither to go to the wall very pronouncedly, or very pronouncedly to take the lead, Rossetti took the leaiL I lo had what we must call personal magnetism ; a line voice ; great gifts of sarcasm and of that mimicry which, is called a taking people oil"; the power of inspiring enthusiasm for forlorn hopes; untiring vivacity ; the Latin, or Romance, grand manner. lie had no snobbishness. In that way he became the Inspiriting force of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, the two other chief members of which were Mtllais and Mr, Holman Hunt*
Those three men came in contact one with another ; they were seeking a " principle," in which they were like half the rest of the world of that day ; they found one which wascl take your inspiration from Nature ** ; they, dragging in their connexions anil friends, formed
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